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Sunday, Nov. 6
Turn back your clocks

Nov. 7-10
Mock interviews at WCC

Friday, Nov. 11
Veterans Day. No school

Monday, Nov. 14
No school. Teacher in-service

Monday, Nov. 14
Basketball Tip-off fundraising 
event. Cost: $10 per person for 
the meal. For more info, contact 
bmatlock@waynesville.k12.
mo.us

Nov. 15 & 17
East Elementary choir concerts. 
5:30 p.m. Waynesville High 
School Auditorium

Nov. 23-25 
Thanksgiving Break. No school.

Dec. 1
Waynesville Middle School Band 
Concert. 6 p.m. Waynesville High 
School Auditorium

Dec. 3
Tentative date. WCC Daddy/
Daughter Dance. Waynesville 
Career Center
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The Army Counter Explosive 
Hazard Center (CEHC) 
demonstrated its robots 
to the Waynesville High 
School Robotics Club on 
Oct. 17, 2022, in the parking 
lot at WHS. CEHC soldiers 
showed off the skills and 
abilities of two of their robots. 
Waynesville R-VI offers free 
after-school robotics clubs 
for students in grades 3-12 
and coding clubs for students 
in grades 3-8. If you are 
interested in having your 
child participate in robotics or 
coding after school, contact 
Tina Rowden at trowden@
waynesville.k12.mo.us.

9.



An article and photo on the 
Waynesville R-VI School District 
has been published in the November 
2022 edition of America’s Defense 
Communities Magazine.

The article (at right), “Enhancing 
Early Childhood Education in Fort 
Leonard Wood,” features information 
about the newly opened Parker 
Educational Center, which includes a 
preschool, community rooms and an 
area for school board meetings. The 
project was made possible in part by 
a Defense Community Infrastructure 
Program grant. 

In addition, the magazine published 
a photo from the Community Salute 

District appears in America’s 
Defense Communities Magazine

to Service—an event that recognizes 
students who are going into the 
military from throughout the region 
and is hosted by the Waynesville R-VI 
School District.  An accompanying 
article celebrates area school districts 
in the four-county region surrounding 
Fort Leonard Wood for their positive 
contributions to the quality of life for 
military families. The article states, 
“the 4-county FLW Region’s quality 
of life attributes are highlighted 
by high performing K-12 public 
schools, including  $142 million in 
public school renovation and new 
construction.”

Megan Ace, the executive assistant 
to Waynesville R-VI Superintendent 
Hilary Bales, has been recognized for 
her service and dedication to military 

Ace recognized for service to military children
children by the Military Interstate 
Children’s Compact Commission 
(MIC3). In October, Dr. Brian Henry, 
Missouri’s MIC3 commissioner 

and retired Waynesville R-VI 
superintendent, presented Ace 
with a certificate of recognition 
and a MIC3 coin that states, 
“Successful educational 
transitions.”

The certificate states, “The 
Military Interstate Children’s 
Compact Commission extends 
gratitude to Megan Ace in 
recognition of your service 
and dedication to the Interstate 
Compact on Educational 
Opportunity for Military 

Children and families of United States 
military service members. As the 
Executive Assistant to Commissioner 
Brian Henry at Waynesville R-VI 
School District, you played a vital 
role in the success of the Compact and 
have improved the lives of military 
families and children worldwide.”

The Interstate Compact on 
Educational Opportunity for Military 
Children ensures that the children of 
military families are afforded the same 
opportunities for educational success 
as other children. It also ensures that 
states work to coordinate graduation 
requirements, transfer of records 
and course placement and other 
administrative policies.



Formation for the Waynesville 
JROTC Tiger Battalion was 
held on Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022, 
at Waynesville High School. 
More than 200 students 
participate in the JROTC 
program. Cadet Lt. Col. Parker 
Golemon (left) spoke to his 
fellow cadets during the 
event. Golemon is the Cadet 
Battalion Commander, the 
program’s senior most cadet 
leader.

By Brian Hill
Fort Leonard Wood Public Affairs

More than 200 Junior ROTC cadets 
from 24 schools across Missouri, 
Kansas and as far away as South 
Dakota visited Fort Leonard Wood 
Saturday to compete in the seventh 
Raider Challenge event here.

After nearly 12 hours of 
competition, a team from Ozark High 
School, in Ozark, Missouri, took the 
overall first-place trophy.

Raider Challenge is a team-oriented 
athletic competition held by Junior 
ROTC programs across the country, 
with a focus on strength and fitness. 
Winning teams have the opportunity to 
compete at the national level, hosted 
by U.S. Army Cadet Command.

According to Lt. Col. John 
Grabowski, who commands the 31st 
Engineer Battalion — the unit that 

Waynesville JROTC and FLW hold Raider challenge
took the lead on helping with this 
year’s event — supporting programs 
like Junior ROTC is “about bringing 
the next generation on board.”

“I have a philosophy that you have 
to replace yourself before you’re ready 
to go to the next step,” Grabowski 
said. “That’s one of the things I focus 
on at the battalion level and this is 
it in a nutshell. These are the future 
enlisted Soldiers who are going to 
come to this battalion; these are the 
future ROTC cadets; and these are the 
future academy students. These are the 
motivated kids who want to do more 
and serve their country, and we’re 
happy to help them do that.”

Grabowski said this year’s events 
were spread out across three locations 
on post and included a five-kilometer 
ruck march, one-rope bridge 
construction and crossing, the Physical 
Endurance Course, four physical Continued on page 2

team tasks — including tire flips, low 
crawling, pull ups, water can carry and 
a portion of the Army Combat Fitness 
Test “sprint-drag-carry” event — and 
a two-mile “gauntlet” event, with 



35-pound ruck sacks and a 75-pound 
litter carry. Additionally, the teams 
were each invited to select two cadets 
to participate in a 1.5-mile buddy run.

For retired Col. Charles Williams, 
Waynesville High School Junior 
ROTC senior Army instructor, it 
makes sense to have a competition 
like this on Fort Leonard Wood, and 
he thanked the service members and 
civilians who gave time to make the 
event a success.

“This would be nothing without 
them,” Williams said. “They make it 
work, and they make it even better, 
because Waynesville and schools like 
Leavenworth (High School, Kansas) 
are around military installations, 
so they know the military. Most of 
these schools — we’ve got a school 
here from Rapid City, South Dakota 
— most of them, they don’t see the 
military, so I think it’s cool for them to 
be able to come here. They get to see 
drill sergeants up close and personal; 
they get to eat in a (Army dining 
facility), stay in the barracks.”

Assisting the 31st Engineer 
Battalion with the event were about 50 
junior officers attending the Engineer 
Basic Officer Leader Course here. 2nd 
Lt. Owen Watts escorted one of the 
teams throughout the day and assisted 
with timing some of the events. He 
said the cadets impressed him.

“My high school didn’t have a 
Junior ROTC program, so this is my 
first time being exposed to it, but 

I’m super impressed by how fit these 
cadets are,” he said. “It’s a really cool 
event, but they’re doing a lot in one 
day, so a lot of respect to them.”

Watts noted how well the cadets 
worked as a team to accomplish their 
goals.

“When one person was struggling, 
they all struggled together,” he 
said. “They were 
all pushing each 
other really hard, 
staying calm even 
when things didn’t 
go as well as they’d 
hoped. It was really 
impressive to see.”

Assisting with 
grading the one-rope 
bridge piece of the 
competition were 
1st Lt. Cam Kirvan, 
Sapper Leader 
Course commander, 
and Sgt. 1st Class 
Andrew Pretty, one 
of the SLC’s instructors. Kirvan said 
he participated in ROTC in college 
and often helped with a Junior ROTC 
program. He had nothing but positive 
things to say about the program.

“The program is great,” he said. “It 
builds great students, great people and 
just makes better citizens.”

Avery Higdon is a junior at 
Waynesville High School, where 
she is captain of her school’s Raider 
Challenge team — the first female 

Raider challenge Continued from page 1

Students in Jody Taylor’s project-
based learning rotation created 
timelines about their lives, including 
events that happened before and after 
their birth. Some of the Waynesville 
Sixth Grade Center students presented 

6th graders build timelines

Raider team captain in recent memory, 
she said. Though Waynesville’s 
competitors didn’t manage to place in 
the top spot this year, Higdon said she 
measures their success differently.

“I don’t care what place we got — I 
think we did really great today,” she 
said. “No one broke down. No one 
gave up. Everyone kept going. The 
communication, the teamwork — we 
didn’t quit. ... we kept going, and 
that’s how I determine success.”

posters, while others created 
brochures, slideshows and videos.

“It was great to see them exploring 
events and calculating the years 
between the events and their birth 
year,” said Taylor, a math teacher at 

the WSGC.
Students shared their projects by 

participating in a gallery walk on 
the last day of the rotation.



Third grade LEAP students are currently working on an engineering 
project for the FutureCity.org’s competition, where they are designing 
a future lunar city. As students worked through the engineering design 
process, Waynesville City Administrator John Doyle spoke with students 
about his job and the infrastructure needs of all cities. Students who 
attend the district STEM (science, technology, engineering and math) 
program on Mondays and Tuesdays also joined in the sessions. Doyle 
helped the students think about planning, design and zoning issues that 
they will encounter as they design their future city on the moon. 

LEAP students design lunar city

Waynesville Middle School 
students created posters to display 
throughout the building for Red 
Ribbon Week, which takes place 
each year from Oct. 23-31. The 
2022 National Red Ribbon Week 
Theme is Celebrate Life. Live Drug 
Free.™. Created by Emily King, 
Chelsea Abbott, and Celise Wicker, 
7th graders at Wayland-Cohocton 
Middle School in Wayland, New 
York,  the theme is a reminder 
that everyday Americans across 
the country make significant daily 
contributions to their communities 
by being the best they can be 
because they live Drug-Free.



Barb Lehman, a special education teacher at Wood 
Elementary, has been named the Certified Employee of 
the Month for October 2022. She was surprised on Oct. 
31, when Dr. Jamie Goforth, assistant superintendent of 
personnel services, presented her with a certificate in front of 
Waynesville R-VI Board of Education Secretary Janel Rowell, 
Member Rick Harne, Superintendent Hilary Bales and Wood 

Elementary Principal 
Susan Shultz. 

One of her 
nominators said, 
“Barb Lehman is 
a great asset to our 
school. She cares for 
each of her students 
as if they are her 

Gina Ray, a paraprofessional at Waynesville Middle School, 
has been named the Classified Employee of the Month for 
October 2022. She was surprised on Oct. 31, when Dr. Jamie 
Goforth, assistant superintendent of personnel services, 
presented her with a certificate in front of Waynesville R-VI 
Board of Education Member Dan Deering and Secretary 
Janel Rowell, Superintendent Hilary Bales; and Wood 

Elementary Principal 
and Waynesville Middle 
School Principal Brian 
Vernon. 

One of her nominators 
said, “Gina Ray ois a big 
help in the classroom. 
She works to understand 
her students and to know 
what they need in order 

to be successful. She goes out of her way to be a help to those 
she serves. She is a great team player, and is willing to go 
above and beyond what is asked of her.”

Ray named Classifed Employee of the Month

Lehman named Certified Employee of the Month 

own. She is a great advocate for children and works hard to 
make sure the kids are getting everything they need. She has a 
great relationship with all staff and parents as well.”

Waynesville R-VI 
Superintendent 
Hilary Bales spoke 
with the Rotary Club 
of Pulaski County 
on Tuesday, Nov. 1, 
2022, about the 175 
preschool students 
on the district’s 
waiting list, the 
need for more 
preschool opportunities in the community, and the possibility 
of the district building a new elementary school to open up 
spaces at existing buildings for preschool students. In the 
photo at right, Rotary President Linda Gifford presented 
Bales with a Rotary coin.



The Armed Services 
YMCA presented one 
$250 scholarship to 
the overall winner and 
six $50 gift cards to 
the Waynesville R-VI 
students who won the 
Armed Services YMCA 
9-11 Remembrance Art 
Contest. Students also 
received certificates 
for having had artwork 
selected to represent their 
school during the 9-11 
Remembrance event held 
at the Waynesville City 
Park.

Zach Guller, the 
executive director of the 
Armed Services YMCA 
of Missouri, presented the 
awards and certificates 
on Wednesday, Oct. 26, 
at each of the buildings 
that had students who 
participated in the contest.

Kiley Werner, a senior at 
Waynesville High School, 
was selected as the overall 
winner and received the 
$250 scholarship. 
Winners

The winners of the gift 
cards were Evie Kelley 
(Waynesville Middle 
School), Maliya Neal 
(Waynesville Middle 
School), Kieyren Mitchell 
(Freedom), Cullen Warson 
(Thayer), and Ian Wellman 
(Thayer).

Thayer Elementary 

Freedom Elementary (at left) Waynesville High 
School (above) 

Winners of Patriot Day art contest announced

In addition to the 
winners, the participants 
selected by buildings to 
have their artwork appear 
in the show are as follows:

Freedom Elementary:
Lily Alles
Baedon Balmer
Emma Shamhart
LJ Estrada
Ayden Taylor
Nathan Jacobsen
Dahlia Sisson
Kaylee Brown-Myrick
Tommy Halvas
Jaliyah Fontenot
Maggie Leinbaugh
Madison Martin
Xezzel Burch
Hailey Christmas 
Jaylen Slivinski
Teaghan Rodgers
Sonya Larsen
Adaleigh Dickinson

Thayer Elementary:
Jasmine Puckett
Benjamin Shumaker
Quynlyn Roberts
LillieAnne Peregory 
Enna Good

Waynesville High 
School:

Lancey Schubbe

Waynesville Middle 
School:

Mayci Foss
Kayla Stuckey
Amy Brixey

Madison Sander
Adriana Burns
Shiloh Palmer

Waynesville Sixth Grade 
Center:

Kason Rushing
Kyleighann Monell
Akaylah Calhoun

Waynesville Sixth Grade Center

Waynesville Middle School 



Columbia College on Fort Leonard Wood/Waynesville 
is partnering with Snack in a Pack and declaring 
its 1st Food Fight. The consequences of hunger are 
detrimental to academic 
performance and a 
student’s ability to 
concentrate in the 
classroom. The purpose 
of this event is to raise 
program awareness, 
get a little friendly 
competition going in the 
community, and collect food items to benefit students who 
suffer from food insecurity. 

From Oct. 31 to Nov. 30, participants will compete by 
collecting kid-friendly food items. The number of items 
collected will determine the winner of the food fight. 
All donated food items benefit students enrolled in the 
Waynesville R-VI Snack in a Pack program. 

Snack in a Pack is an AmeriCorps program that 
provides supplemental food packs to more than 700 
Waynesville R-VI School District students who 
might otherwise go hungry over the weekend. It costs 
approximately $5.00 to feed one student for one weekend. 
The program relies on the generosity of its partners, 
donors, and the multitude of community volunteers to 
continue its mission to feed hungry children and improve 
educational success.

For more information on Snack in a Pack or 
to participate in the food fight, please contact the 
Waynesville AmeriCorps office at (573) 842-2254.

Columbia College 
declares a food fight

Thayer Elementary’s sidewalks have been designed to be inclusive and representative of the students who attend Thayer. 


